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or children. While many caregivers experi-
ence stress and frustration in fulfilling their
caregiving responsibilities, and many sac-
rifice personal opportunities to care for a
loved one, most regard the challenges of
caregiving as a rewarding and satisfying expe-
rience.

By the year 2030, one in five Americans
will be at least 65 years old, compared to
one in eight today. In addition, the number
of older Americans will double, from the
present 34 million to about 69 million. At
the same time that our population is aging,
more older persons are suffering from chron-
ic illnesses and face potentially disabling con-
ditions. Moreover, individuals with lifelong
disabilities are living longer and may require
assistance in caring for themselves as they
age. The overwhelming majority of older
Americans would prefer to remain in their
homes while growing older—even when no
coordinated system of home- and commu-
nity-based care is available. As a result, more
Americans are becoming involved in caring
for family members who want to age with
dignity and respect.

This week, as we celebrate the contribu-
tions of caregivers to their families and com-
munities, let us recognize the challenges
these generous individuals must confront on
a daily basis—challenges that include fulfill-
ing multiple and often conflicting roles of
caregiving for their aging relatives, caring for
young children, and working outside their
homes. Let us promote community programs
and encourage workplace policies that help
to lighten or share the burden of their
caregiving responsibilities. And let us, as a
Nation, recognize and commend the vital
role they play in ensuring that older Ameri-
cans age with grace, dignity, and a precious
measure of independence.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 24
through November 30, 1996, as National
Family Caregivers Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, businesses, communities, vol-
unteers, educators, and all the people of the
United States to acknowledge the contribu-

tions made by caregivers this week and
throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 13, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 14.

Proclamation 6954—Thanksgiving
Day, 1996
November 11, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s oldest tradition, Thanksgiving is

also a reaffirmation of our most deeply held
values; a public recognition that, in the words
of Thomas Jefferson, ‘‘God who gave us life
gave us liberty.’’ In gratitude for God’s gift
of freedom and ‘‘for all the great and various
favors which he hath been pleased to confer
upon us,’’ George Washington made Thanks-
giving his first proclamation for the new Na-
tion, and it is one we are privileged to renew
each year.

Much has changed for America in the two
centuries since that first Thanksgiving procla-
mation. Generations of hardworking men
and women have cultivated our soil and
worked the land, and today America’s bounty
helps feed the world. The promise of free-
dom that sustained our founders through the
hardships of the Revolution and the first
challenging days of nationhood has become
a reality for millions of immigrants who left
their homelands for a new life on these
shores. And the light of that freedom now
shines brightly in many nations that once
lived in the shadows of tyranny and oppres-
sion.

But across the years, we still share an un-
broken bond with the men and women who
first proclaimed Thanksgiving in our land.
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Americans today still cherish the fresh air of
freedom, in which we can raise our families
and worship God as we choose without fear
of persecution. We still rejoice in this great
land and in the civil and religious liberty it
offers to all. And we still—and always—raise
our voices in prayer to God, thanking Him
in humility for the countless blessings He has
bestowed on our Nation and our people.

Let us now, this Thanksgiving Day, re-
awaken ourselves and our neighbors and our
communities to the genius of our founders
in daring to build the world’s first constitu-
tional democracy on the foundation of trust
and thanks to God. Out of our right and
proper rejoicing on Thanksgiving Day, let us
give our own thanks to God and reaffirm our
love of family, neighbor, and community.
Each of us can be an instrument of blessing
to those we touch this Thanksgiving Day—
and every day of the year.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 28, 1996, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I encourage all the people of
the United States to assemble in their homes,
places of worship, or community centers to
share the spirit of goodwill and prayer; to
express heartfelt gratitude for the blessings
of life; and to reach out in friendship to our
brothers and sisters in the larger family of
mankind.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:03 a.m., November 13, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 12, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 14.

Remarks on Signing the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management
Act of 1996 and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 12, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you, Mr. Vice President, and to the
members of the administration and especially
to the large delegation of Members of Con-
gress who are here from both parties. I thank
you all for coming and for creating this legis-
lation which will protect and expand the
treasure of our national parks.

This legislation affirms our solemn com-
mitment to say, from one end of our Nation
to the other, we will be good stewards of
the land that God has given us. This bill will
create or improve almost 120 parks, trails,
rivers, historical sites in 41 of our 50 States.
It turns the Presidio, a former military post
in San Francisco, into a sanctuary of nature
and history by establishing a nonprofit trust
to manage the Presidio’s property. It gives
us a blueprint for national parks that one day
will be able to sustain themselves without
Government funds. I thank Senators Boxer
and Feinstein and Representative Pelosi for
their work on this.

The legislation preserves the Sterling For-
est on the New York-New Jersey border. This
new park, just 40 miles from New York City,
will put nature within reach of millions of
families of all backgrounds. It will safeguard
a watershed that provides clean drinking
water for the people of New Jersey. It will
show that a forest that was left for dead a
century ago can be brought back to life and
protected today. I thank Senator Bradley and
Senator-elect Torricelli and Representative
Hinchey especially for their work on this.

The legislation will establish the Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve in Kansas. Four
hundred thousand square miles of this prairie
covered our continent when Lewis and Clark
made their great journey. Today, only a tiny
fraction of it remains. This bill will help to
restore 11,000 acres of this uniquely Amer-
ican landscape with its 9-foot-tall grass and
rich plant and animal life. I’m pleased to say
that it will also give the State of Kansas its
very first national park. I thank Senator
Kassebaum especially for her work on this,
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